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Briefing 2006 Activities

In its first few months, the Alliance for Public Transportation hit the ground running and is taking on a number of significant projects.

Develop a Regional Vision – Members of the Alliance are working closely with CAMPO, the Austin-San Antonio Rail Corridor, and Capital Metro on a tool to facilitate stakeholder discussion on the development of a regional vision.  The regional vision will be based on community values supported in Envision Central Texas, CAMPO’s 2035 Growth Scenario planning, Capital Metro’s All Systems Go planning, and the Austin-San Antonio Rail Corridor listening sessions.  This regional vision will be used to prompt discuss among stakeholders and will become a tool for policy makers and implementers to make decisions about public transportation that best meet the needs of our regional community.

Build Public Participation in the Streetcar Dialogue – Members of the Alliance will host independent forums together with the Downtown Austin Alliance and Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association in March.  Alliance teams are visiting with neighborhood groups to provide them with the information they need to respond to concerns and build support among their residents.  APT is also developing ways to engage University of Texas students to help them better understand public transportation options under consideration.  As with all stakeholder communities, the Alliance is listening to student feedback and then reflecting those desires and concerns to each potential partner on the streetcar project, including the City of Austin, Travis County, the University of Texas, the State of Texas, and Capital Metro.

Build Business Community Engagement – Anther team of Alliance members is planning a summit this summer with employers to discuss Central Texas mobility issues and the potential impact on businesses in the region, including the affect on employees and the surrounding community.  

Build Community Engagement – Members of the Alliance are also identifying and working on several events to help various parts of the community to better understand public transportation issues and become more engaged.  For example: 

· The Alliance, along with the Urban Land Institute, Housing Works, and others organizations, co-hosted a TOD and Affordability Luncheon and Panel Discussion that was well attended by the business and development communities. 

· The Alliance is co-host the Community Mapping Luncheon in late March 2007 to build awareness of this mapping tool and how it can inform a host of public policy decisions.

· The Alliance will be a local host for a national three-day Transit Initiatives Conference designed to help anyone considering a public (election) initiative to understand best practices in all facets of public transportation.

Structurally members meet monthly for board meetings, membership development meetings, and finance-budget meetings to develop strategies for furthering regional public transportation goals.  The Alliance also plans to hire full-time staff this year to further advance its efforts.  

